57th Session of the Human Rights Council

ltem 3: General Debate

Mr. President,

Right Livelihood would like to express great concern at the increasing, widespread, pattern
of unjust arbitrary sentences being imposed on human rights defenders across all
continents.

In July, in Cambodia, 10 environmental defenders from Mother Nature Cambodia were
sentenced from six to eight years, for allegedly “plotting against the government” and
“insulting the king”. The plotting charges and unprecedented length of their sentences
highlight a growing severity in the treatment of activists and could be used as a deterrent
towards anyone expressing dissent.

In Saudi Arabia, the trend of handing out lengthy sentences to anyone exercising their
freedom of expression is worsening. We are particularly concerned about the continued -
sometimes incommunicado - detention of human rights defenders after the expiration of their
sentences such as in the case of Mohammed al-Qahtani, whose whereabouts remain
unknown despite him finishing a ten-year sentence in November 2022.

Lastly, in Belarus, Human Rights Center “Viasna” reported over 75,000 repressive acts since
2020, including cases of arbitrary detentions. Five Viasna activists remain behind bars,
including Chairman Ales Bialiatski, for their human rights work. Political prisoners are often
held in inhumane conditions and arbitrarily placed in punishment cells.

Mr. President,

These are just few of the extremely numerous cases of arbitrary detention worldwide. We
thus call on the Council to upscale their efforts to cease the practice and provide increased
support to accountability mechanisms such as the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention,
including through financial means.

Thank you.



